THE BUILDING OF PROTESTANT ENGLAND
consistent counter-Church, to be known later as Presbyterian.
In this movement there was nothing of an attempt at com-
promise, but a full and complete rejection of the Catholic
doctrine of the Sacrament, an equally explicit statement on
Predestination and the inefficacy of good works.
The movement now spreading to the masses of the Scottish
people would not have done so, however, but for the support
of the great Scottish nobles. They were already possessed of
much of the old revenues of the Church, but they desired to
possess it alL We must remember that the Church in Scotland
was more corrupt than in England, and there had arisen against
it an active hatred—not, as in England, in a small, but in a
very large minority; and a rapidly increasing one, which soon
became a majority of the nation. The little Queen of Scotland
being away in France, engaged to the lad who was about to
become King of that country, was acted for by her French
mother, Mary of Guise, who was Regent; and the struggle lay
between this woman's government (supported by her small
garrison of trained soldiers, French and Scottish), and the
Reforming party. These, during the first year of Elizabeth's
reign, in 1559, had taken up arms and were actively attacking
Catholicism right and left. They pulled down the cathedral of
St Andrews; they burned monasteries and instruments of
religion at large; and there marched with them (as there
always does in such commotions) a great mass of people who
cared nothing for the real object of the movement, but who
rioted for booty. Nevertheless, the Scottish anti-Catholic frenzy
was a true popular rising, growing rapidly into a national one.
It became for a time master of Edinburgh. The Regent, Mary
of Guise, who had fled, returned and reoccupied the capital:
but precariously.
It was during all this turmoil that the King of France died
and the little Queen of Scotland became Queen Consort of
France, having been already married to the heir; she was not
yet seventeen.
Cecil supported the religious revolution in Scotland con-
sistently and in the teeth of Elizabeth, who detested Knox and
was always adverse to supporting rebellion in Scotland, knowing
how precarious was her own throne. But though in this, as in
everything else, Cecil had his way and Elizabeth was compelled
to yield, she was agreed with Cecil on one point which was the
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